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SUMMARY: MEMBERS OF PARAGUAYAN COLORADO EXILE COMMUNITY 
CALLED AT AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES TO DISCUSS DETENTION OF 
EPIFANIO MENDEZ AND HIS SON. SEVERAL VERSIONS OP WHY MENDEZ 
WAS DETAINED, VAGUE HOPES POR HIS RELEASE, POLITICAL ASYLUM 
POR MENDEZ AND HIS COLORADO PARTY POLLOWERS AND THE POSSIBILITY 
OP MENDEZ' IMMIGRATION TO THE U.S. WERE DISCUSSED. 

1 . THREE MEMBERS OP THE PARAGUAYAN EXILE COLORADO PARTY YOUTH 
MOVEMENT, INCLUDING ANOTHER SON OP THE DETAINED LEADER 
EPIPANIO MENDEZ, CALLED ON EMBASSY POLITICAL OPPICER ON 
NOVEMBER 3. IN A LONG CONVERSATION WHICH SWITCHED BACK AND 
PORTH FROM OPTIMISM FLOWING FROM THE INTERNATIONAL PRESSURES 
BEING BROUGHT TO BEAR ON GOA TO EFPECT THE RELEASE OP MENDEZ AND 
HIS SON, EPIPANIO, TO SOMBER EVALUATION OP THE POSSIBILITIES 

OP THE COLORADO EXILE COMMUNITY CONTINUING TO LIVE IN 
ARGENTINA, THE POLLOWING POINTS WERE RAISED: 

2. DETENTION - 
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EPIPANIO MENDEZ PLEITAS SPOKE TO HIS DAUGHTER, THERESA PAITH, 

IN PALO ALTO, CALIP (415 979-9490) ON OCT 3 1 . MENDEZ 
INDICATED IN THECALL THAT HE WAS BEING DETAINED POR 
INVESTIGATION OF SUPPOSED CONNECTIONS WITH THE ERP/PRT. THIS 
IS THE SAME REASON GIVEN IN THE SECOND ARMY'S PORMAL HABEAS 
CORPUS REPLY. IT IS AT VARIANCE WITH THE INPORMATION GENERAL 
SUAREZ MASON REPORTEDLY PROVIDED TO CNGRESSMAN PAUL MCCLOSKEY 
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LAST WEEK THAT MENDEZ AND SON WERE BEING HELD IN 
RESISTENCIA, CHACO FOR COMMON CRIMES. 

LOCAL COLORADO PARTY MILITANTS RELIEVE THAT THE ACTION AGAINST 
MENDEZ IS INSPIRED BY THE PARAGUAYAN GOVERNMENT WISH TO KEEP 
EPIFANIO MENDEZ "FROZEN" UNTIE AFTER THE UPCOMING PARAGUAYAN 
ELECTIONS WITH THE HELP OF THE ARGENTINE POLICE WHO THEY CLAIM 
ARE ENGAGED IN SMUGGLING JOINT OPERATIONS IN CHACO PROVINCE. 

3. INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT - 

THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT BUILDING FOR THE 
RELEASE OF MENDEZ AND HIS SON. THE COLORADO EXILE GROUP IN 
BUENOS AIRES (WHICH CLAIMS 400 TO 600 MILITANTS) HAS CONTACTED 
THE EMBASSIES OF COLUMBIA, VENEZUELA, COSTA RICA AND MEXICO, 

TO SEEK DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT FOR THE RELEASE OF THEIR LEADER. 

THEY HAVE ALSO APPROACHED DR. DUTO OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH 
COMMISSION FOR REFUGEES FOR HELP. FAMILY AND FRIENDS OUT- 
SIDEOF ARGENTINA HAVE CONTACTED THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
OF THE OAS AND THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 

4. ASYLUM - 

THIS SECOND DETENTION OF MENDEZ IN ARGENTINA IS CAUSING 
CONSIDERABLE APPREHENSION AMONG THE COLORADO EXILES IN BUENOS 
AIRES. THEY FEAR THAT UNLESS THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA 
WILL GUARANTEE MENDEZ' FUTURE SAFETY HERE, HE WILL BE FORCED 
TO SEEK POLITICAL ASYLUM OUTSIDE OF THE COUNTRY. 
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THE QUESTION OF POLITICAL ASYLUM IN THE U.S. WAS RAISED. 

EMBOFF REPLIED THAT THE LOGICAL COURSE TO FOELOW GIVEN THE 
FACT THAT MENDEZ'S DAUGHTER WAS A U.S. CITIZEN, WAS 
TO SEEK A SPECIAL PREFERENCE IMMIGRATION VISA TO THE U.S. 

EMBOFF COUNSELED IF THIS WAS MENDEZ' WISH, PROCEEDINGS SHOULD 
BE BEGUN IN ANTICIPATION OF MENDEZ FLEITAS RELEASE AS A 
CERTAIN AMOUNT OF TIME WAS NECESSARY TO PROCESS THE VISA 
APPLICATION. 

THE GROUP INDICATED THAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED A "TACIT PROMISE" 

FOR POLITICAE ASYLUM IN VENEZUELA FOR MENDEZ SHOULD THAT 
BE NEEDED. HOWEVER, THEIR REAL HOPE WAS THAT SOME SORT 
OF UNDERSTANDING COULD BE REACHED FOR MENDEZ' CONTINUED 
RESIDENCE IN ARGENTINA BECAUSE IF A MAN OF HIS STATURE 
IS FORCED OUT, THERE ARE NO GUARANTEES FOR THE ENTIRE 
EXILED COLORADO COMMUNITY IN THE COUNTRY. THEY ASSERTED THAT 
THERE WAS LIST OF OVER 200 FOCAL COLORADO RESIDENTS IDENTIFIED 
FOR ARREST SHOULD THE GOA DECIDE TO MOVE AGAINST THE GROUP. 

5. RELEASE - 

EMBOFF WAS UNABLE TO ELICIT ANY CONCRETE INFORMATION REGARDING 
A SCENARIO FOR MENDEZ FLEITAS AND HIS SON'S RELEASE FROM 
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CHACO. THE COLORADO PARTY MEMBERS SEEMED OPTIMISTIC THAT THIS 
WOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED BY THE PRESSURES OE WORLD PUBLIC 
OPINION ON THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA. 

6. DR. OSVALDO CHAVEZ, WHO DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS AN 
PARAGUAYAN AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. AND OAS (DURING EISENHOWER 
ADMINISTRATION) PAID A SEPARATE CALL AT EMBASSY TO DISCUSS 

THE MENDEZ CASE. CHAVEZ STATED THAT IT WAS BY PURE COINCIDENCE 
THAT THE TRAEFIC ALTERCATION INVOLVING THE SON TOOK PLACE IN 
FRONT OF A HOTEL WHERE A VISITING PARAGUAYAN MILITARY 
DELEGATION WAS BEING LODGED. CHAVEZ SAID HE HAD NO EIRM 
INEORMATION AT THIS DISPOSAL WHICH COULD EXPLAIN THE MOTIVES 
OE THE ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES WHO DETAINED MENDEZ, NOR COULD HE 
CONEIRM THAT THE PARAGUAYAN GOVERNMENT WAS RESPONSIBLE. 
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HOWEVER, HIS LINE OF CONJECTURE WAS THATON LEARNING THERE 
WAS A TRAEEIC INCIDENT NEAR THEIR HOTEL INVOLVING A PARAGUAYAN 
NAMED EPIFANIO MENDEZ THE VISITING MILITARY IMMEDIATELY 
RECOGNIZED THE NAME, AND CONEUSING THE SON WITH THE 
LATHER, MAY HAVE PERSUADED THE ARGENTINES TO PICK UP MENDEZ 
SR. ON THE ALLEGATION HE WAS A SUBVERSIVE (WHICH CHAVEZ 
VEHEMENTELY DENIED). CHAVEZ SEEMED TO BELIEVE THAT THE 
PARAGUAYAN'S MOTIVE WAS TO HARASS AND INTIMIDATE MENDEZ ON 
ACCOUNT OE HIS PUBLIC STAND AGAINST THE STROESSNER REGIME 
AND THAT SOONER OR LATER HE WOULD BE RELEASEDBY THE 
ARGENTINES. 

7. CHAVEZ INCIDENTALLY EXPRESSED INTEREST IN MAINTAINING 
CONTACT WITH EMBASSY. WOULD APPRECIATE ASUNCION'S COMMENTS. 

8. EMBASSY COMMENT: MUCH OE THE COMMENTARY OE THE 
MEMBERS OE THE EXILE COMMUNITY APPEARS TO BE BASED ON 
SPECULATION AND WE DO NOT HAVE HARDER INFORMATION AS TO 
THE REASONS EOR THE MENDEZ DETENTIONS ORTHEIR PROSPECTS. 
CHAPLIN 
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